paul zaiser: a tribute

When Dan Swonson called to el me that Poul Zaiser 75 hod passed meay, | was surned. Although |
hod soid goodbye ke Poul in Tokyo in 1994 when | moved bock to the LIS, we hod stoyed in touch and made
waggue pans 1o visit each other. Finally, in February 2003, | roveled 1o the Phibppines o spend o week with Paul.
He was in good spirits, looked healihy, and wias axciled obout his uure plons. He was only 45, engoged o
marry his lkang-time Filiping poriner Chesry, and wos ready ho relurn o Tokye aber spending te pask seven years
ir the l:'|1i|iF|p'|n|=|. & remw leaching iﬂ} aaned (T Tt beckoned ond Paul wes the hoppiest I'd ever seen him.
When | said geadbye, | boarded the plone with the image of Pouls baoming smile in my menary.

1 was Bortunaie b tsach ot ASU with an cutstanding social sudies deparimant: Dick Gallagher, Gary Fish, Dan
Swenson and Paul. Bach helped me o odjust to i in Jopan, and each cortributed e making my four yeors of
ASU amang the best of my coreer. Dick shared his knowledge of Jopanese culhure and history, Gary sxpanded
iy repertaire of country music, Dan tught me the inlricocies of suma, and Paul inroduced me ba the incredible
music soang in Tokyo and showed me hew i got around the ity Asking Paul how ie get to o concert venue, be
it Makana Sun Pluza er small dubs in Kawasahi, wos on awesome aexperience. Paul would et anly tell me whet
tratins do toke, assuring thot | cought the Bestest express, but he alsa eld me which car 1o enter so that e door
would open of my sop with the slairs disectly in frant of me so that | could run up Fe sioirs and coich the
conrecting Irin bafare its doors shut. Pouls disecions never failed me. Paul also intreduced me te dozens of
bards teat enriched my lile and ofter my week on Macien in Februory, | boarded the plane, with o half dozen
new titles. on my mustporchas s,

Poul was mene than on omazing four guide with @ surming Inowledge of modem music. He wos o person who
dedicoted his Ele to helping others, 85U dumni ond readers of the ombassador ore fomilior with Paul's Philipgine
Rebial Crganization and the Buyeng Sponsership Program, but only these who heve visited Mactan lskand con
Fulby urdersiond what Paul and his Family meart ko the Buyong comnrunity. Poul was knewsrs by the enfire communiby
and was regulorly bailed an our doily outings. However, Poul wis never combartoble with the odulation, wanling
to b oceepled s o member of the cemmunity, albeit on extraordinarily halgful ane, Pauls promaticn af the
Buyeng Sponsorship Progrom wos  never for personad  goin,  but ralber to  ochieve greoler
support far the pragram and tha pecple of fhe Buyong area. Through the selfless effarts of Foul, his mother Jonet,
and many cthers, thousands have benefited over the past 20 years. Seven hundred free broakhsts were served
daily 1o the studants ot Buyong Elementary School, Computers were donaled to the schoo! and shadents were
baught basic computer shills. For tha past bew years the program for the school’s gradualion wis designed and
produced by the students, under Paul's guidance. Ench year, two graduating high school shaderts fram Buyong
receive scholarships o local colleges. Thraughout the past 20 years, the community's infrastruchare — sonibaticn
bacilifies, new buldings, deciricity, new medical clinics = sleadly improvad, When a fyphoon devinioted Buyang
n 1951,hmmwbﬁthmumumqumﬂdwmﬁmmm
the village, The achimwements of the proagrom heve bean truly monumental, in large part due fo Pouls efforts.
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Cine shory reveals somathing about Paul's personal involvement with the Buyong community, & groug of Americon
aadars visils the n:nrb:.ri:l:rd at Cebu u‘mu}mhpm'me fron chaft Fﬂhja{:pani:ma Paul and | ﬁp-uﬂ-:phngl
hat desy at @ clinic in Cabu with a mather from Buyeng and her 2-year-old ser in order for the child o hawe the
surgary. Tha lines farmed shertly after down and the bureaucraiic roadblocks ware Farmidable, et Poul mainkained
his coal and calmly guided the yaung mother and her child through the prooes, When the docters defermined that
e child was oremic and could net hive the operabion e motber wes orushed, but Poul rehused o be deterred. He
mal with the dactors 1o determine what nesded s be done so that the child wauld be ready for the nesd fime the
dlinic offered e cleft palote operations, he checked with the hospital 1o be sure thot e child's records were corredt,
ard made sure that the Family would rot howe to go through the some ordeal nest year, Paul baught o supply of
irom supplamant pavdared milk kor the child and carebully explained the insructions io the mother. | retumed 1o
Pauls hause #ial avening drained fram the Eﬂmﬁng doy, bt jouched by Pauls h..lrn:lnrl}' .ﬁ]ﬂ'w Fesul will
not be in Buyang nest Febnuary when tha clinic returns, hanks 1o Poul's affors the child will shll have the surgary.

Every school needs a Paul Zaiser, and AS1] was fortunate to have had the
real deal.

Poul was @ unique persan. Mot everybody was comfortable with his non-redifional dress sivle — be wome a
differant Grotetul Decsd T-shint eoch doy of the week | was with him in February — ar his close, mutudlly respectiul,
rebaticrship with studants, But Paul was o mentor Far hundreds of shadents who were drown 1o those qualifies thar
made Paul unigue. | spent boar VRIS wd:hinE Poul nurters, suppart g shrale shudanty whs rrighll s
ctherwise not found on odult with whom they could comborably disouss the issues that were vilal fo them. Evary
school nesds o Paud I#Hr,hndhﬂ]wnshhmhhl‘mrl‘ndhmddud.

Like many ASU shodents, Poul wos o third culhees kid, His Funil:.rrr-uwd to Mogoya in 1948, thegsni Tﬁk}k} in 1975,
where Poul lived unfil b lefi A51 and meved o Meehan in 1994, Alhough Pauls porenks moved o Olympio,
WA, whiers ey sl reside, and Poul hod o coben ot Laks Mo in hhg:lrl:prﬂud.mhm b returned to annualky,
| abwerys sensed that Foul was o man without o country. Perhogs that is why Poul seamad so of paoce of Buyong,
becouse he finally felt that he had found o hame, Ha had knavn Charry and her Family for a long tire and looked
Fesrweared t becawnig o member of her Family. My one consclofion fo Poul’s passing is that he wos excited chout
his life and locked farwaord o his nes ||:|l:| and pnnding rrh:rl'ip-gq. | baligve that Foul diad o hq}p:,r M

The social studies department used fo joke obout the procice that many scheols have of naming buildings ofler
past administroters. Wi would kid Dick Gallagher that when he refired there would be o Dick Gallogher
demarial Broom Closet, A}I'hm@ Poud would howe been the First fo reject any notion of a ikule, he in{iaaruin-g
of one, 1 would progose renomirg the Philippine Relief Orgonization as the Paul Zsiser Fund. Shdents could add
o stock of Gratehul Dead T-shirts fo #1e weakly boke sale in arder fo raise funds. This small geshere would remind
futore ASU students that one person with o big heart con moke o difierence in e ves of others, Poul Zoiser i
gong, but many of us will think of him every Sme wae lislon 1o new music ar consder halping thase less ferunake.
Paud made many of us beser people. 2

To leam more about the work of Paul Zoiser's Buyang Sponsarship Progrom see <wsers.buyong orgs.

Oin December 3, 2003 the Philippine Belicd Orgenization held o chority bingo gam, In tokl, ¥1568,B00
was roised for the PRCYs daily elemantary schaol lunch program, meaning that 700 pupis in Buyang can be
provided with lunch For 20 days. Thank you 1o everyone who provided prizes ond parficipated.

Ron Furth, formes facully mamber |1990-%4), is currantly embarking on @ wriling career and is currenily
complating his frsl rowel.
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